HARVARD HEALTH TALKS
conception of our cherished rights. That
a state or local health board or school
board may demand that we be vacci-
nated either during an epidemic, as a re-
quirement for school attendance, or at
other times for the protection of all, and
in so doing deprives us of none of the
rights guaranteed to us by the Federal
Constitution is the practically unani-
mous decision of all the higher courts,
including the Supreme Court of this
country.
Conclusion. With all the foregoing
facts in mind, we may summarize the
claims for vaccination as follows:
Duly and efficiently performed, it will
protect the constitution from subsequent
attacks of smallpox as much as that
disease itself will.
It protects the individual against
smallpox for a period which has not been
determined mathematically for the indi-
vidual) but which averages about seven
years.